


Weather

United Kingdom’s Average August / September Temperatures:
   High Low
 London:  73 58
 Chester:  69 53
 Edinburgh: 61 48
 Belfast:  61 51 



Currency – British Pound



August 27 – EN ROUTE
American Airlines Flight 
Depart  Chicago  5:40 pm  
Arrive London  7:20 am + 1





Fri., August 28 – LONDON









Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Tower of London was built in the 1070s by William the Conqueror.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
White Tower in Tower of London Armory / jail 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tower 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The legend of the Tower ravens
It is said that the British kingdom and the Tower of London will fall if the six resident ravens ever leave the fortress.
Legend dates from 1650.  














Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tower of London execution site
Of his six wives, Henry VIII had two beheaded: Anne Boleyn and Catherine Howard. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Tower Bridge 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
St Pauls Cathedral  









Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
a hearty meal featuring fried eggs, sausages, back bacon, baked beans, fried or grilled tomatoes, fried mushrooms, and toast or fried bread. It



Sat., August 29 – LONDON

West End Tour 







Churchill War Rooms Museum

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
30 minute to complete the circle.   Each pod holds 25 people
44 pound per person. 









Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Westminster Abbey  An architectural masterpiece of the 13th to 16th centuries, Westminster Abbey houses tombs and memorials to kings and queens and the famous and the great.   Darwin / Newton and so on.   Devinci Code.  













Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Trafalgar Square



London 
Theater 

afternoon at leisure









London Eye Experience 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
30 minute to complete the circle.   Each pod holds 25 people
44 pound per person. 



Original Harry Potter Locations Tour - Guided Tour of London



Schedule through May 2026



Sun., August 30 – LONDON / STRATFORD UPON AVON













Shakespeare's Birthplace
This is where the story began

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shaekespeares Birthplace



Holy Trinity Church 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Holy Trinity Church – his tomb is here



Anne Hathaway's Cottage
Relive Shakespeare’s love story









Crowne Plaza Stratford Upon Avon by IHG

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The 
Crowne Plaza Stratford-upon-Avon
 is a four-star hotel located along the River Avon, near the center of town. It features modern rooms and a variety of amenities, including a pool, gym, and riverside dining.













Mon., Aug. 31 - STRATFORD / Liverpool / CHESTER





















Crowne Plaza Chester by IHG

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Business hotel in Chester city centre, near the Cathedral & Chester Business Park. Book this central hotel with conference capabilities & indoor pool now.







Tues., Sept. 1 - CHESTER (Northern Wales) 



Eryri (Snowdonia) Mountains and Coast









Vale of Llangollen 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Portmerion - Portmeirion is a scenic, Italianate tourist village in North Wales, built by architect Sir Clough Williams-Ellis between 1925 and 1976. Situated on a peninsula overlooking the Dwyryd estuary, it is known for its brightly colored, eclectic architecture and its role as the setting for the 1960s television show The Prisoner. 





Wed., Sept. 2 - CHESTER / YORK 

http://www.visityork.org/default.aspx






Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Shambles 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Shambles in York is rumored to have inspired Diagon Alley in the Harry Potter



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Situated on The Shambles – York's very own Diagon Alley – we are the city's original and premier shop specialising in officially licensed Harry Potter 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
York Minster  York Minster is one of the world’s most magnificent cathedrals.�Since the 7th century, the Minster has been at the centre of Christianity in the north of England and today remains a thriving church rooted in the daily offering of worship and prayer.
largest medieval gothic cathedral in the UK



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
York Minster



Haunted York Pub Crawl 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Take a ‘creepy’ crawl between some of York’s most haunted pubs, through its dark and spooky snickelways and other spectral spots. In just over three-quarters of a mile, and visiting up to 7 pubs, you will hear tales of at least 20 ghosts, and potentially as many as 200, not to mention four feline phantoms, plus all manner of screams, muffled voices, spooky spectres,









Thurs., September 3 – YORK / EDINBURGH

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Train to Edinburgh 2:30 hours







Princess Street

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Princess street main shopping street in the heart of Edinburgh, Scotland. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
IRISH WORKING SHEEPDOGS




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
ON Castle Hill been occupied since the iron Age 
Still a military instillation. 




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Filiming location for dozens of films







Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Scotish Royal Jewels 



Royal Mile

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Royal Mile is the nickname of a series of streets forming the main thoroughfare of the Old Town of Edinburgh, Scotland. T



Holyrood Palace

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Holyrood Palace 
Home of Mary of Scots. 
Used in the Highlander series 




ibis Edinburgh Centre Royal Mile - Hunter Square













Scottish Banquet 





Fri., Sept. 4 - EDINBURGH / GLASGOW 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our day begins as we travel towards the soft green hills on the banks of lovely Loch Lomond…





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
…to visit Lennox of Lomond. Established in 1750, Lennox of Lomond has seen eleven generations of the Lennox family running the farm on the western shores of Loch Lomond. We’ll enjoy a Guided Farm Tour with a chance to explore the steadings and yards, meet the animals, take part in a Q&A session with a farmer, observe a sheepdog working and see a shearing demonstration where appropriate for the season. 





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After lunch, we’ll Cruise Loch Lomond to Balmaha on the eastern shore of the loch.





Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
From here we’ll travel to the Glengoyne Distillery. We’ll not only learn about the simple but magical process of turning barley, water, and yeast into whisky, but we’ll also have a lot of fun while we’re at it! 



Glengoyne Distillery

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Glengoyne distillery is a whisky distillery continuously in operation since its founding in 1833 













Sat., September  5 - GLASGOW / BELFAST 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2 hours and 15 minutes.











Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
the city we know today has its origins in the 17th century. The town of Belfast was established by Sir Arthur Chichester, with the name 'Belfast' being an Anglicisation of the Irish Béal Feirste, which roughly translates as 'the mouth of the sandbar.

Belfast dates back to the early 17th century and, although a relatively young settlement, is Northern Ireland's largest, and the island of Ireland's second ...  



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
City tour of Belfast   - City Hall 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Troubles Protestants / The Troubles were seeded by centuries of conflict between predominantly Catholic Ireland and predominantly Protestant England.
Catholic “nationalists” versus the Protestant “loyalists.”  Lasted 30 years 1960-1998

Ulster Volunteer Force (formed 1966) and the Ulster Defence Association (formed 1971). For three decades, these groups did battle with the Irish Republican Army (IRA) and Catholic communities – and occasionally with each other.









Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Located at the very place the Titanic was built.  One of the most visited museums in Europe 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In May 1911 RMS Titanic is launched from Harland & Wolff. The following year the White Star liner sinks on its maiden voyage, killing over 1500 passengers.












Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
dates back to the 1880s. While now one of the most famous pubs in Belfast, we were once one of the iconic Victorian Gin Palaces in the city. Today, you can still enjoy many of the stunning original features, having been lovingly restored by the National Trust.

Originally designed to protect Victorian drinkers from the prying eyes of the busy Great Victoria Street, the stained-glass windows are etched with fairies, pineapples, fleur-de-lys, and clowns. The traditional gas lighting also still remains.















Sun., Sept. 6 - BELFAST  - Northern Coast 
 

Glens of Antrim 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drive the Causeway Route through the Glens of Antrim  9 glens all slightly different
Home of the Irish Faries 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Known locally simply as ‘The Glens’, they make up an area of outstanding natural beauty that stretches along the northeastern coast of County Antrim.
Steeped in myth and history and boasting breathtaking scenery, The 9 Glens of Antrim are a must-see, especially if you’re driving the Causeway Coastal Route.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Northern Coast scenery



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Giant's Causeway is a geological formation of approximately 40,000 interlocking basalt columns located on the coast of Northern Ireland. This UNESCO World Heritage site is famous for its striking natural beauty and the legends surrounding its formation.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The causeway is the result of intense volcanic activity that occurred between 50 and 60 million years ago, during the Paleocene Epoch.







Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The legend of the Giant's Causeway involves the Irish giant Finn McCool building a pathway across the sea to Scotland to fight his rival, Benandonner. After seeing how large Benandonner was, Finn returned to Ireland and was disguised as a baby by his wife, Oonagh. When Benandonner arrived, he was so terrified by the sight of the huge "baby" that he fled back to Scotland, tearing up the causeway behind him to prevent Finn from following. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bushmills is the oldest licensed distillery in Ireland, with a history that dates back to 1608 when King James I granted a license to Sir Thomas Phillips to distill whiskey in the area of the River Bush in County Antrim in what is today Northern Ireland.













American Airlines Flight 
Depart Dublin  1:45 pm  
Arrive Chicago 3:45 pm

Mon., September 7 – BELFAST / CHICAGO 



Accommodations:

London:  Copthorne Tara Hotel (2)

Stratford:  Crown Plaza (1)

Chester:  Crown Plaza (2)

York:   Radisson York (1)

Edinburgh:  Ibis City Center Royal Mile (1)

Glasgow:  Leonardo Hotel (1)

Belfast:  Maldron Hotel (2)



Flight Schedule 

August 28 – American Airlines 
Depart Chicago  5:40 pm  
Arrive London  7:20 am

September 7 – American Airlines 
Depart Dublin  1:45 pm  
Arrive Chicago  3:45 pm



Cost:  £16 per person
Approximately $24
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